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 General 

1.1. Purpose of this document 

The purpose of this Guidance Note is to provide direction on the procedure for application of Irish Catch 
Certificates, Processing Statements and Non-Manipulation Documents on the CATCH system via 
TRACES NT. 
 
 

1.2. Audience for this document 

This document is intended for the following audiences: 

• Irish Exporters of fishery produce subject to IUU Regulation. 

 

The purpose of this document is to provide information on the CATCH system for IUU Export 
Certificates. This information is purely for guidance and does not constitute legal advice or analysis and 
should not be relied upon as such. Whilst every effort is made to ensure accurate and relevant material 
is published, no responsibility is accepted by, or on behalf of the SFPA, for any errors, omissions, or 
misleading statements on these pages. 

 

1.3. Confidentiality and Data Protection 

With regards to information obtained in the performance of their duties, SFPA personnel are subject to 
confidentiality obligations laid down in section 58 of the Sea-Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act 
2006 and shall have regard to SFPA’s Data Protection Policy and to the obligations of SFPA with 
respect to the processing of personal data as set out in applicable data protection legislation including 
but not limited to the Data Protection Act 2018 and the General Data Protection Regulation. 
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 Guidance 

The European Community catch certification scheme is an essential part of the IUU Regulation which 
is intended to improve the traceability of all marine fishery products traded with the Community and 
facilitate the control of their compliance with conservation and management rules, in cooperation with 
third countries. The IUU Regulation provides that the trade with the Community of fishery products 
obtained from IUU fishing will be prohibited. To ensure the effectiveness of this prohibition, fishery 
products shall only be imported into the Community when accompanied by a catch certificate. Through 
this instrument, the competent authorities of the flag State of the catching vessel will certify that the 
catches concerned have been made in accordance with applicable laws, regulations and international 
conservation and management measures. 

This certificate will be validated by the competent authority of the flag State, and if necessary, other 
documents envisaged by the certification scheme in the event of an indirect import after transhipment, 
transit or processing of the products in another third country. 

The CATCH system is the first IT tool to streamline checks and verifications of catch certificates for 
fishery products entering the EU market. CATCH is also used for the issue of Irish Catch Certificates, 
Processing Statements and Non-Manipulation documents. 

 

2.1. Introduction 

The Sea-Fisheries Protection Authority can only issue validated catch certificates for catches 
from Irish registered vessels. 

The use of CATCH is compulsory for EU operators exporting fishery products caught by EU Member 
States’ fishing vessels in two situations: 

• when catches made by EU Member States’ fishing vessels are exported to non-EU countries 
requesting catch certificates on the basis of Article 15 of the IUU Regulation, or 
 

• when catches made by EU Member States’ fishing vessels are landed in or sent to a non-EU 
country where they are processed and then imported into the EU. 

This means that, in those situations, EU exporters must use CATCH to submit the required 
documentation for exportation of consignments of fishery products to the competent authorities of the 
EU Member States. 

From 10th January 2026 processing statements will be required even in cases where the flag State of 
the fishing vessels that caught the fish and the country where the processing operation took place are 
the same for exports of Irish produce to the UK. For Irish caught fishery produce subject to the catch 
certification scheme under IUU Regulation and further processed in Ireland prior to export to the UK an 
Irish Processing Statement in addition to an Irish Catch Certificate will be required by the UK authorities 
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2.2. Products Concerned 

The catch certification scheme applies to all marine fishery products obtained from catches done from 
1 January 2010. In general, all fishery products listed under Chapter 3 or Tariff Headings 1604 and 
1605 of the Combined Nomenclature will fall within the scope of the Catch Certificate Scheme. 
However, some products listed under Chapter 3 or Tariff Headings 1604 and 1605 are excluded from 
the scope of the IUU Regulation and its catch certification scheme, such as aquaculture products 
obtained from fry or larvae, freshwater fish, ornamental fish, mussels, oysters, scallops, snails and other 
products of minor importance. 

A detailed list of excluded products can be found here. 

Products containing or obtained from fishery products which are not classified in Chapter 03 or in 
headings 1604 and 1605 of the Combined Nomenclature are also excluded from the scope of the IUU 
Regulation and its catch certification scheme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32022R1479
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2.3. Third Countries requiring a Catch Certificate 

 
Article 15 1005/2008 

Third countries requesting catch certificates for imports (direct landings & imports through BCP’s) of EU 
produce are listed under Article 15 of IUU Regulation 1005/2008. 

• Iceland  

• Ivory Coast  

• Kuwait  

• Madagascar 

• Norway  

• Thailand  

• Tunisia  

• Ukraine 

IUU Regulation (EC) n° 1005/2008 of 29 September 2008 
 
Third Country Catch Certification Scheme 
 

• United Kingdom 

• Japan 

• USA (Simp Species Only) Seafood Import Monitoring Program | NOAA Fisheries 
 
If the final destination of the produce is a third country not listed above a catch certificate is not required 
for import. Third countries must formally notify the EU commission under Article 15 if they want to 
introduce the requirement that catch certificates be provided on import, this can’t be done informally. 
 
 
The only exceptions to the above listed third countries: 
 

1. Irish produce has been imported to a Third Country, processed and then re-imported back 
into the EU; an Irish Catch Certificate may be required if requested by the Member State 
competent authority. 

2. Irish produce imported to another EU Member State where a catch certificate is not required 
and that produce is to be further exported to a third country that requires an Irish catch 
certificate may be required if requested by the competent authority of the country of 
destination if included in the third countries listed above. 

 

It is always the Irish exporter that should apply for the Irish Catch Certificate through the CATCH system 
via TRACES. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://oceans-and-fisheries.ec.europa.eu/document/download/dee9c49a-6214-41e1-b112-d8123d1ee87d_en?filename=list_of_third_countries_en.pdf
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/international/international-affairs/seafood-import-monitoring-program
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2.4. CATCH System 

The CATCH system via TRACES NT is used by the Irish exporter to apply for Irish catch certificates 
and Irish Processing statements/Annex IVs for exports to third countries, as required. 

In order for an Irish exporter to apply for an Irish Catch Certificate or Processing Statement on the 
CATCH system they must have an Operator Profile on TRACES NT and then have the appropriate 
roles and activities in a valid status. 

Once the operator profile has been set up the exporter will need the CATCH Exporter activity assigned 
and validated in order to create an Irish Catch Certificate on the CATCH system. The Assigned 
Responsible Authority should be CCA IE0002. 
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2.5. Catch Certificate Application 

An Irish catch certificate can only be validated for Irish produce, caught by Irish registered 
vessels.  
 
the use of CATCH is compulsory for EU operators exporting fishery products caught by EU Member 
States’ fishing vessels in two situations: 
 

• when catches made by EU Member States’ fishing vessels are exported to non-EU countries 
requesting catch certificates on the basis of Article 15 of the IUU Regulation, or 

 

• when catches made by EU Member States’ fishing vessels are landed in or sent to a non-EU 
country where they are processed and then imported into the EU. 

 
This means that, in those situations, EU exporters must use CATCH to submit the required 
documentation for exportation of consignments of fishery products to the competent authorities of the 
EU Member States. 
 

 

 

2.5.1. Catch Certificate Process 

 

1. As exporter, start creating a catch certificate 

To create a catch certificate, you need to have an operator role with activity fishing exporter. 
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On the TRACES NT home page, in the upper-left menu, click on “Documents" and then "CATCH". 

 

 

Click on the green button located on the top-right hand side of the window entitled “+ Catch Certificate” 
and then “Create new Catch Certificate”. 

 

The option “Create new Catch Certificate (paper version validated by flag State before 
10/01/2026)” is to be used only in the importer workflow. For all Irish catch certificate 
applications you must select “Create new Catch Certificate”. 

2. Select commodities 

For the catch certificate, the commodity codes follow the Harmonized System (6-digit code) developed 
by the World Customs Organization. 

• A pop-up window is shown requesting to select the commodities. You can provide the 
nomenclature code, section or species in the “search” field or search it manually by clicking 
on the “+” button on the left side of the codes. 

• Click on Search. 

• Select the relevant commodity code by clicking the checkbox to the right of a commodity. You 
can select one or more commodity codes. 

• Click on Done. 

• At least one commodity code must be selected. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202501926%20
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If the commodity code is not available on CATCH please check that the product is subject to 
IUU regulation and is not an exempt product under EC Reg 1479/2022. Catch certificates can 
only be issued to products subject to IUU Regulation. 

3. Complete Box 1 – Validating Authority 

The purpose of this box is to select the validating authority that is controlling the activities of the fishing 
vessel (i.e., the flag State of the fishing vessel). For Irish Catch Certificates the validating authority will 
be the Sea-Fisheries Protection Authority Port that has remit over the vessel or exporter 
premises. 

Click on Advanced to select the relevant SFPA Port Office: 

• Castletownbere Port 

• Clonakilty Port 

• Dingle Port 

• Dunmore East Port 

• Greencastle Port 

• Howth Port 

• Killybegs Port 

• Ros an Mhil Port 

In the Advanced Search enter Ireland in the Country field and RCA in the Role field. You can then select 
the relevant SFPA Port Office from the list. 

 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32022R1479
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4. Complete Box 8 – Exporter 

Enter your operator details in Box 8. Click on advanced search, select Ireland in the country field. Enter 
the operator’s name and search. 

 

Save the Operator details as a Favourite by clicking the star on the left of the operator’s name. 

 

 

5. Save as Draft 

When you have completed Box 1 and Box 8 you must now Save as Draft before completing any 
other fields on the catch certificate application for the system to initiate the exporter workflow. 
If you do not Save as Draft after completing Box 1 and Box 8 this might cause issues when 
submitting the certificate for validation. 

Click on Save as Draft in the lower right-hand corner. 
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When the certificate has been successfully saved as Draft a draft serial number will be generated and 
the status of the certificate will now be Draft. 

 

 

6. Complete Box 2 – Fishing Vessels 

Only vessels flying the flag of the validating authority must be selected. Multiple vessels can be added 
to the certificate depending on the consignment that is being exported. 

Click on Select Fishing Vessel. 

 

Select Ireland from the Country drop down and enter the name of the vessel in the search field. 
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If the vessel exists on the CATCH system click select. The vessel can be added to Favourites by clicking 
the star on the left-hand side. 

 

 

If there are no matching vessels following a search the vessel does not yet exists on the CATCH system, 
you will need to create the vessel. 
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Enter vessel details. All fields marked with a red asterisk are mandatory fields. 

You will only have the option to create a new fishing vessel after an advanced search has been 
completed to avoid duplicate entries. 

 

 



CATCH system for IUU 
Export Certificates 

Doc Ref: TCIA-GN-IUU-12 

Version: V1.1 

Effective date: 20/08/2026 

 

PRINTED COPIES OF THIS DOCUMENT ARE UNCONTROLLED – READER SHOULD CHECK SHARED AREA FOR LATEST VERSION 
Page 15 of 50 

7. Complete Box 2 – Type of Processing and Fishing Licence 

Once the vessel has been selected enter the type of processing if applicable. If it is not applicable the 
field can be left blank. 

 

The Fishing Licence details must be entered for each vessel. 

 

If the fishing licence associated with the vessel already exists on the CATCH system it will be available 
to select. 

Click Select and Add Selected Fishing Licences. 

 

If the Fishing Licence does not yet exist on the CATCH system, you will need to create the fishing 
licence. 

 

Enter the Licence Number and the Expiration Date and click Create. 
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The Fishing Licence details should appear in Box 2. 

 

 
8. Complete Box 3 – Description of Products 

The commodity code available in Box 3 will be based on the commodities you have selected in Step 2. 

 

You can add a new commodity code or modify the existing commodity code. 

If there are multiple vessels for the same commodity code, you can select Add Row which will copy that 
commodity code into a new row. 
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Select Species from the dropdown. 

Only species listed under the commodity code selected will appear in the species field. Only one species 
can be selected at a time in a row (fishing trip). If there are multiple species to be included on the catch 
certificate click the Add Commodity button. 

 

The selected species will appear under the species box once selected. 

 

 

Select Fishing Vessel from the dropdown. 

Only fishing vessels entered in Box 2 will be available to select. Select only one fishing vessel for each 
trip/species. 
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Select Catch Area 

From the Catch Area look up you can leave both fields blank and search for a full list of Catch Areas 
that can be selected. 

Catch Area can also be filtered by country or code. Catch Areas can be saved as favourites. 

 

The catch area will now be populated based on your selection. You can select more than one catch 
area if applicable by clicking on the +, this will add another catch area field. 
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Complete Catch Area – EEZ or High Seas 

Select EEZ or High Seas area from the dropdown if applicable. 

Select relevant RFMO if applicable 

 

 

Complete Catch Dates – From and To 

Fishing trip dates from and to should match the logbook, this information will be crosschecked when 
the catch certificate is being validated. 

The fishing licence dates for the vessel must cover the catch dates.  

 

 

Complete Weight 

Enter the weight for each trip/species. Only one weight field should be completed. 

Catch certificates are issued on a consignment basis – the weight that is being exported should be 
entered unless the certificate is for a direct landing into a third country. 

 

Save as Draft. 
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9. Complete Box 4 – References to applicable conservation and management measures 

This box is a mandatory free text box, which means you must type in the conservation and management 
measures associated with the fishing vessel(s) and its fishing trip(s) details provided in box 3. 

 

The below text can be entered in Box 4 for Irish catch certificates: 

The fish from which this consignment was derived, were caught by Irish vessels, which at that time were 
registered and working under the authority of a valid licence, and jurisdiction of European Fisheries 
Management laws, to which Ireland is a party of. 

Any other relevant conservation and management measures can also be entered here. 

 

10. Complete Box 5 – Master of Fishing Vessel or Fishing Licence Holder/Duly Mandated 
Representative 

This box must be signed by the Master of the Vessel or the Fishing Licence Holder/Duly Mandated 
Representative. 

Vessel Master – In order for the vessel master to sign Box 5 they must have their own Traces Profile 
with the activity Master of the Vessel. If the Vessel Master has a profile with the correct activity they will 
appear in the search. If they do not appear in the search, they may not have a Traces profile or the 
master of the vessel activity assigned to their profile. Please contact the master and request they set 
up a Traces profile and requested the appropriate activity. 

 

If the vessel master is available on Traces, select from the look up. The relevant trip included in Box 3 
will need to be assigned to the vessel master using the batch identifier on the left of the master’s name. 
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Fishing Licence Holder – In order for the fishing licence holder to sign Box 5 they must have their own 
Traces Profile with the activity Fishing Licence Holder. If the Licence Holder has a profile with the correct 
activity they will appear in the search. If they do not appear in the search, they may not have a Traces 
profile or the fishing licence holder activity assigned to their profile. Please contact the fishing licence 
holder and request they set up a Traces profile and requested the appropriate activity. 

Duly Mandated Representative – The exporter can be appointed as the Duly Mandated 
Representative of the master of the vessel. This means the exporter can sign Box 5 on behalf of the 
vessel master. In order to sign Box 5, the exporter must have the activity of Duly Mandated 
Representative in a valid status. Please contact the SFPA IUU Office to request this activity be added 
to the operator profile. If you are signing Box 5 on behalf of the master, it will be the exporter operator 
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name that should be selected in Box 5 – not the name of the master. If there are multiple trips you must 
assign all trips using the batch identifier. There should only be one box appearing where the duly 
mandated representative is being used. If there are multiple boxes it will block the submission for 
validation.  

As the Duly Mandated Representative the option to Submit to Vessel Master will appear at the end of 
the page if all other boxes have been completed correctly. Once you submit to vessel master you will 
now have the option to sign box 5. 

11. Sign Box 5 as Vessel Master 

As the Master of the Vessel, you will receive a notification that a catch certificate has been submitted 
to you. Open the certificate and review the information related to the relevant fishing trip to ensure all 
details are correct. If all details are correct click on Sign as Master in Box 5. 

 

 

Click Proceed on the pop-up box. 

 

The status of the certificate will change to Master of Vessel Signed, and the exporter will be notified. 
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12. Submit for Validation 

When Box 5 has been completed you will now have the option to submit the certificate for validation. 
Please ensure to upload any relevant supporting documents before submission.  

In the supporting documents section click Add Accompanying Document and select the relevant 
document type.  

Once the supporting document is added to the certificate, you can see the uploaded documents by 
clicking on the “clip” on the left-hand side of the screen. Click on it again to minimize the information. 

Use buttons Remove or Edit to remove the document added to your certificate or to change the 
information previously entered, if needed. 

 

 
You can complete the transport details before or after the submission to the validating authority. 

You can now submit the certificate for validation. 

 

 

 
If any boxes have been completed incorrectly an error message will appear. Please review and correct 
any errors before trying to submit again for validation. 

 
13. Finalise certificate following validation 

You will receive a notification when the validating authority has signed the certificate.  

If the certificate was rejected, please review the notes left by the competent authority. To re-apply copy 
the certificate as new, amend as required and re-submit. 
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If the certificate was approved the status will now be Validating Authority Signed. In order to finalise the 
certificate, you must now complete the transport details. 

 

The direct landing option should only be ticked where fishery products are landed in the EU (another 
member state only) and have not been previously landed elsewhere. Where this option is selected 
some sections will now be blocked. 

 

 

Complete Country of Exportation as Ireland. Enter Point of Destination. 

Add Means of Transport. 

Select the relevant type of transport from the corresponding drop-down list (rail, road vehicle, airplane, 
ship). Complete the requested fields. If the means of transport already exists in the system, it appears 
in the drop-down list while typing. If it does not exist yet, complete the fields and click on the green 
button “+ Create”. 
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Enter Container Number/Seal Number. 

 

 

If no containers will be used ensure to complete the No Containers declaration. 
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Complete Exporter Signature. 

Sign as Exporter. 

 

You will receive a pop-up message: 

 

The status of the certificate will now change to Valid. The certificate is only finalised where the status is 
Valid. 

 

The PDF of the certificate can now be downloaded and provided to the importer. 
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2.6. Processing Statement Application 

An Irish exporter can apply for a processing statement on the CATCH system where required by the 
country of destination. 

In order to create a processing statement, the exporter must have the exporter and processing plant 
activity on the operator profile. 

The catch certificate that has been used for processing must already exist on the CATCH system for a 
processing statement to be created. If the catch certificate does not exist it will first need to be created. 
To create a catch certificate please refer to guidance available. 

Importation 

2.6.1. Processing Statement Process 

 

1. Create a new processing statement from existing catch certificate 

 

 

Select the flag state of the catch certificate and enter the document number. 

 

 
2. Select Commodities 

For the processing statement, the commodity codes follow the Combined Nomenclature (CN 8-digit 
code) used by the European Union. A pop-up window is shown requesting you to select the 
commodities. You can provide the nomenclature code, section or species in the “search” field or search 
it manually by clicking on the “+” button on the left side of the codes. 

Select the relevant commodity code by clicking the checkbox to the right of a commodity. You can select 
one or more commodity codes. 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/imsoc-guide/tracesnt-help/Content/en/documents-certificates/catch/operator/importation.html


CATCH system for IUU 
Export Certificates 

Doc Ref: TCIA-GN-IUU-12 

Version: V1.1 

Effective date: 20/08/2026 

 

PRINTED COPIES OF THIS DOCUMENT ARE UNCONTROLLED – READER SHOULD CHECK SHARED AREA FOR LATEST VERSION 
Page 29 of 50 

 

 

3. Save as Draft 

For the system to recognize you as a processing plant operator, you need to fill in the section Name 
and address of processing plant and save the statement as Draft. 

 

 

Only establishments included in the DG SANTE list of Approved Establishments are available for 
selection. 

Establishment list - TRACES NT 

The approval number of the processing plant is automatically completed after selecting the processing 
plant from the list, in the previous section.  

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/tracesnt/directory/listing/establishment/publication/index#!/view/IE/FISHERY_PRODUCTS_EU
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Click on Save as Draft. 

 

The status will appear as Draft, and a draft reference number will be assigned to the document. 

 

 

4. Add Additional Certificates 

It is possible to add more than one catch certificate if required. All catch certificates need to already 
exist in the CATCH system to add to the processing statement. Enter the certificate reference number 
in the additional certificates field. 

 

 

 

Save as Draft when additional certificates have been entered. 

5. Document Number 

The document number will be completed by the endorsing authority. 
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6. Complete Catch Certificate Commodities Section 

The Catch Certificate Commodities section will show all catch certificates that have been added.  

The CN code dropdown will appear based on the commodities entered when creating the processing 
statement. The CN may be different from the CN code on the catch certificate following processing. 

The total weight landed will be the total weight landed on the relevant catch certificate, this weight is 
not editable.  

The Catch Processed and Processed Fishery Products fields must be completed.  

Catch Processed – The total quantity taken from that catch certificate for processing. The quantity 
must not exceed the total landed weight. 

Processed Fishery Products – This weight refers to the fishery content only; the weight should not 
include any other ingredients added to the processed product. The processed fishery product quantity 
must not exceed the catch processed quantity. 

 

 

7. Name and Address of Exporter if different from processing plant 

This section is to be completed, if applicable. In the Name field, start typing the name of the operator 
and select it from the drop-down list that appears. If you select the country first, you can narrow the 
results in the list. If the operator is not on the list (not yet registered in the system), you can create a 
new one. 

If the exporter is the same as the processing plant do not complete this section. 

 

 



CATCH system for IUU 
Export Certificates 

Doc Ref: TCIA-GN-IUU-12 

Version: V1.1 

Effective date: 20/08/2026 

 

PRINTED COPIES OF THIS DOCUMENT ARE UNCONTROLLED – READER SHOULD CHECK SHARED AREA FOR LATEST VERSION 
Page 32 of 50 

8. Complete Name and Address of Endorsing Authority 

You will need to select the relevant SFPA port office that has remit over the processing plant. 

 

 

Click on Advanced to select the relevant SFPA Port Office: 

• Castletownbere Port 

• Clonakilty Port 

• Dingle Port 

• Dunmore East Port 

• Greencastle Port 

• Howth Port 

• Killybegs Port 

• Ros an Mhil Port 

In the Advanced Search enter Ireland in the Country field and RCA in the Role field. You can then select 
the relevant SFPA Port Office from the list. 

 

 

9. Add Supporting Documents 

You can upload files by clicking on the Select file(s) button and performing a local search for it on your 
device/computer. Wait for the correct upload of the file. Click on Apply. 

To add other types of accompanying documents, repeat the procedure and select the relevant type of 
document. 
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10. Complete Transport Details 

 

 

Country of Exportation – should be entered as Ireland. 

Point of Destination - Complete the free text box with the name of the point of destination (e.g. country, 
port/airport). 

Means of Transport - Select the relevant type of transport from the corresponding drop-down list (rail, 
road vehicle, airplane, ship). Complete the requested fields. If the means of transport already exists in 
the system, it appears in the drop-down list while typing. If it does not exist yet, complete the fields and 
click on the green button “+ Create”. 

Container/Seal Number - Enter the container and seal number, using the format provided. 
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11. Complete Declaration by Processing Plant 

 

 

12. Submit for Endorsement 

If any details have been entered incorrectly an error message will appear, review and correct any errors 
before submitting. 

The status of the processing statement will now appear as Endorsing Authority Notified. 

 

 

You will receive a notification that the processing statement has been endorsed or rejected. If the 
processing statement has been rejected, please review the notes left by the competent authority and 
correct any errors identified before re-submitting. The rejected processing statement can be copied as 
new. 
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2.7. Non-Manipulation Document Application 

 
The SFPA can only issue a non-manipulation document where fishery produce subject to IUU regulation 
previously imported into Ireland has been stored at an SFPA approved facility. If the storage facility is 
not under the remit of the SFPA the storage document will have to be issued by the department that 
has remit over the premises. 

2.7.1. Non-Manipulation Document Process 

 
1. Create Non-Manipulation Document 

To create a non-manipulation document in CATCH it must be created from a third country catch 
certificate or processing statement that already exists on the CATCH system. If the certificate does not 
exist, you will need to first create the document before a non-manipulation document can be created. 
Please refer to Importation for guidance on creating catch certificates or processing statements in 
CATCH. 

Click on +Non-Manipulation Document and then select the appropriate option. 

 

2. Commodities 

For the non-manipulation document, the commodity codes are automatically copied from the catch 
certificate, simplified catch certificate or processing statement. 

 
3. Complete Box 1 - Declaring Authority 

You will need to select the relevant SFPA port office that has remit over the processing plant. 

 

Click on Advanced to select the relevant SFPA Port Office: 

• Castletownbere Port 

• Clonakilty Port 

• Dingle Port 

• Dunmore East Port 

• Greencastle Port 

• Howth Port 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/imsoc-guide/tracesnt-help/Content/en/documents-certificates/catch/operator/importation.html
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• Killybegs Port 

• Ros an Mhil Port 

In the Advanced Search enter Ireland in the Country field and RCA in the Role field. You can then select 
the relevant SFPA Port Office from the list. 

 

4. Complete Box 7 – Exporter Details 

Enter exporter information.  

 

 

When Box 1 & Box 7 have been completed you must now Save as Draft to ensure the system 
recognises the exporter workflow. A draft serial number is automatically assigned to the 
document. 

 
5. Document Number 

The document number will be completed by the validating authority. 

6. Complete Box 2 – Arrival to the Place of Storage Details 



CATCH system for IUU 
Export Certificates 

Doc Ref: TCIA-GN-IUU-12 

Version: V1.1 

Effective date: 20/08/2026 

 

PRINTED COPIES OF THIS DOCUMENT ARE UNCONTROLLED – READER SHOULD CHECK SHARED AREA FOR LATEST VERSION 
Page 37 of 50 

The purpose of this mandatory box is to fill in the details of the arrival of the consignment to the place 
of storage.  

 

The below information must be completed: 

• Place of departure of the product 

• Last port/airport or other point of departure before arrival to the country of storage 

• Place of storage 

• Details of transport 

 

Complete the requested fields. If the means of transport already exists in the system, it appears in the 
drop-down list while typing. Select it. If it does not exist yet, complete the fields and click on the green 
button “+ Create”. 

 

• Date of departure 

• Date of arrival to the place of storage (unloading) 

• Container Number(s) (where applicable) 

 

7. Additional Certificates 

This section allows you to add more catch or simplified catch certificates, processing statements and 
non-manipulation documents, to the non-manipulation document. 
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8. Complete Box 3 - Consignment details upon arrival to the place of storage 

The purpose of this mandatory box is to complete, for each species (at least one) related to a 6 or 8-
digit product code and referred within a catch certificate, simplified catch certificate, processing 
statement or non-manipulation document, the Net weight in kg entering the place of storage and/or the 
Net fishery product weight in kg entering the place of storage. 

 

 

Net weight and Net fishery product weight in kg entering the place of storage 

Enter one or both weights: 

• Net weight in kg entering the place of storage - weight of the fish component and other ingredients 

• Net fishery product weight in kg entering the place of storage - weight of the fish component contained 
in the product without other ingredients. 

9. Complete Box 4 – Storage Facility Detail 

Please note – Non-Manipulation Documents can only be issued where the storage facility is 
approved by Sea Fisheries Protection Authority.  

Enter Storage Facility Details. 
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Tick one option in the Stored as box. 

 

 

10. Complete Box 5 - Consignment details upon departure from the place of storage 

The purpose of this mandatory box is to complete, for each species (at least one) related to a 6 or 8-
digit product code and referred within a catch certificate, simplified catch certificate, processing 
statement or non-manipulation document, the Net weight in kg leaving the place of storage and/or the 
Net fishery product weight in kg leaving the place of storage. 

 

 

Net weight and Net fishery product weight in kg leaving the place of storage. 

Enter one or both weights: 

• Net weight in kg leaving the place of storage - weight of the fish component and other ingredients. 

• Net fishery product weight in kg leaving the place of storage - weight of the fish component contained 
in the product without other ingredients. 

 
11. Complete Box 6 - Departure from the place of storage – details 

Complete details of the departure of the consignment from the place of storage. 
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The below information must be completed: 

• Point of destination- Port, airport or other point of destination 

• Details of transport 

• Date of departure 

• Date of departure from the place of storage (reloading) 

• Container Number(s) (where applicable) 

 
12. Complete Box 7 – Exporter Details 

The date of submission of this document by the exporter to the competent authority is automatically 
completed once you submit it for verification.  

 

 

13. Supporting Documents 

Any supporting documents can be uploaded to application. You can upload files by clicking on the 
Select file(s) button and performing a local search for it on your device/computer. Wait for the correct 
upload of the file. Click on Apply. 

 

14. Save as Draft 
 

15. Submit for Validation 

Click on the button Submit for verification, in the lower right corner. 
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If you filled in any of the boxes incorrectly, an “Error” message will appear. Click on the expanding sign 
on the right-hand side of the error message to read the message in more detail. Review and correct 
any errors before submitting. 

The status will now be DECLARING AUTHORITY NOTIFIED. 

 
16. Receive notification with the authority's decision 

After the validation or rejection of a non-manipulation document by the declaring authority, you will 
receive a notification. 
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2.8. Re-Export Certificate Application 

A re-export certificate is issued for the re-exportation of fishery products previously imported into the 
EU (generally by way of third country vessel direct landing). Re-exportation means any movement from 
the territory of the Community of fishery products which had been previously imported into an EU 
Member State. Re-export certificates are issued for the export of fishery products where no processing 
has taken place. 

2.8.1. Re-Export Certificate Process 

To create a re-export certificate in CATCH the third country catch certificate must already exist on the 
CATCH system and submitted with an Importer Declaration. If the catch certificate does not exist, you 
will need to first create the catch certificate before a re-export certificate can be created. Please refer 
to Importation for guidance on creating catch certificates or processing statements in CATCH. 

1. Create New Re-Export Certificate 

Click Create New Re-Export Certificate button at the bottom right-hand side of the valid importer 
declaration. 

 

 

A new re-export certificate can also be created by selecting the +Re-Export Certificate option in the 
CATCH search page. You will then need to complete the requested details. 

 

 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/imsoc-guide/tracesnt-help/Content/en/documents-certificates/catch/operator/importation.html
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2. Commodities 

The commodities are automatically copied from the importer declaration. 

3. Complete Box 2 – Re-exporter 

Complete re-exporter detail. 

 

 

If you are a representative of the re-exporter (RFL) and the operator is not on the list (not yet registered 
in the system), you can create a new one.  

• Click on + Create a new operator. 

• Complete the required data [Activity details: section Fishing (European Union) - CATCH fishery 
products - EU (CFFP), Activity Exporter]. 

The “+ Create a new Operator” button will only appear once you did an advanced search in order to 
avoid as much as possible duplicates in the system. 
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The status of a newly created operator is NEW. The assigned responsible authority must validate the 
operator before taking a decision on the re-exportation. 

4. Save as Draft 

Click on the button Save as Draft, in the lower right corner. 

 

 

5. Complete Box 1 – Description of Products 

The description of the re-exported product is automatically completed (copied from the importer 
declaration).  
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Enter the weight of the fishery products to be re-exported. 

 

Save as Draft for the weight fields to be automatically updated.  

 

The quantity management tool can be used to view quantities. 
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6. Complete Box 3 – Authority 

For Re-Export Certificates the validating authority will be the Sea-Fisheries Protection Authority Port 
that has remit over the exporter operator. 

Click on Advanced to select the relevant SFPA Port Office: 

• Castletownbere Port 

• Clonakilty Port 

• Dingle Port 

• Dunmore East Port 

• Greencastle Port 

• Howth Port 

• Killybegs Port 

• Ros an Mhil Port 

In the Advanced Search enter Ireland in the Country field and RCA in the Role field. You can then select 
the relevant SFPA Port Office from the list. 

 

 

7. Submit for Validation 
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Click on the button Submit re-export for Validation, in the lower right corner. 

 

 

The status is RE-EXPORT CONTROL AUTHORITY NOTIFIED. 

A new serial number of the certificate appears with the initials CATCH.RE followed by the 2-letter 
country code of the re-exporter and the 2-letter country code of the Member State of re-exportation. 

The re-export control authority must now take the decision on the re-exportation. 

 

 
8. Receive Authority Decision 

After the submission of the re-export certificate for validation, the re-exporter and/or representative of 
the re-exporter will receive the notification with the decision taken by the re-export control authority. The 
certificate will have a status of Valid once it has been authorised. If the certificate has a status of 
rejected, please review the notes and correct any errors before re-submitting. 
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 Glossary of Terms 

Below is a glossary of terms and acronyms used in this document.  

 

Terms / Acronyms Description 

CN Code Combined Nomenclature Code 

IUU Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated 

CATCH CATCH system via TRACES NT 

 

 

 Relevant Legislation/ Documents  

The following legislation is of particular relevance to this Guidance Note: 

• Council Regulation (EC) No 1005/2008 Establishing a Community System to Prevent, Deter 
and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 
 

• Commission Regulation (EC) No 1010/2009 Laying Down Detailed Rules for the 
Implementation of Council Regulation (EC) No 1005/2008 Establishing a Community System 
to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 
 

• Council Regulation (EU) 2842/2023 amending Council Regulation (EC) No 1224/2009, and 
amending Council Regulations (EC) No 1967/2006 and (EC) No 1005/2008 and Regulations 
(EU) 2016/1139, (EU) 2017/2403 and (EU) 2019/473 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council as regards fisheries control 
 

• Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 1479/2022 amending Annex I to Council 
Regulation (EC) No 1005/2008 as regards the definition of fishery products 
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