Fisheries Information Notice 4-2020
Irish Coastal Baselines
The Sea Fisheries Protection Authority has issued Fisheries Information Notice entitled:
‘Irish Coastal Baselines’

Legislative Basis:
 1982 United Nations Convention Law of the Sea
 Sea Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act 2006
 SI No 22 of 2016
 Sea Fisheries Amendment Act 2019
 Policy Directive 1/2019
 SI No 155 of 2019
Irelands Coastal Baselines
Ireland uses three methods to measure the baseline of the Irish territorial sea; normal baselines,
straight baselines and bay closing lines. The method of straight baselines is used for the
indented coast between Carnsore Point to Malin Head (Figure 1) and a combination of low water
marks and bay closing lines on the east coast between Carnsore Point and Carlingford Lough.

Straight lines form the bay closing lines
Dundalk Bay


53°51’36.93538’’N, 6°14’ 8.26602’’W
Dunany Pt



53°59’53.28484’’N, 6°05’ 35.07054’’W
Ballgan Pt
Dublin Bay



53°16’33.69205’’N, 6°4’32.77131’’W
Muglins



53°21’39.95734’’N, 6°3’07.27147’’W
Baily Lighthouse
Wexford Harbour



52°20’41.102341’’N, 6°21’9.0899945’’W
Dogger Bank



52°14’32.673718’’N, 6°18’18.630012’’W
Greenore Point

Figure 1 Lines indicate the straight baselines from Carnsore Port to Malin Head.
Sources: SI No. 22 of 2016 and SI No 155 of 2019
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Baseline and Types of Baselines
A baseline, as defined by the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, is the line along
the coast from which the seaward limits of a state's territorial sea and certain other maritime
zones of jurisdiction are measured.


Normal baseline measure from the low water line along the coast of the state.



Straight baselines measure a series of straight lines joining specified points, headlands
and islands, lying on the low-water line for localities with indented coasts.



Bay closing lines are established across the mouth of the bay and will constitute the
baseline.

Prohibition over 18m Irish fishing vessels trawling within 6nm (Policy Directive 1/2019)
All masters of Irish fishing vessels exceeding 18m in overall length will/have received the
following condition on their licence. Trawling activity is prohibited for Irish fishing vessels over
18m in overall length from 1 January 2020 to 31 December 2021, in any part of the exclusive
fishery limits of the State inside the six nautical mile zone, including inside the baselines. The six
nautical mile zone is a belt of coastal waters extending for 6nm from the baselines of the Irish
coast.
Exemption for Sprat Authorisation
Masters of Irish fishing trawling vessels over 18m in overall length with authorisations to target
sprat subject to catch limits can fish in any part of the exclusive fishery limits of the Irish State
within 6nm from baselines. The sprat authorisation may be determined by the Minister from time
to time.
Prohibition non-Irish fishing vessels fishing within 6nm
All masters of non-Irish registered fishing vessels are prohibited from fishing in any part of the
exclusive fishery limits of the State within the six nautical mile zone, including inside the
baselines.
Northern Ireland fishing vessels
Fishing vessels owned and operated in Northern Ireland must comply with the obligations and
restrictions applicable to Irish fishing vessels, and while that Northern Ireland vessel is within the
area between the 0-6 nautical mile zone, measured from the baselines, of Ireland’s EEZ.
sfpafood&fisheriessupport@sfpa.ie
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